
Interviews with

ALFRED A. DE LORIMIER  M.D.

UCSF SURGERY IN THE POSTWAR YEARS:

defining pediatric surgery at ucsf

Pro fessor  Emeri tus  o f  Surgery
Sch ool o f  Medic ine,  U nivers ity o f  Californ ia ,  San  Francisco

THE UCSF ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY,

HISTORY, AND SOCIAL MEDICINE
UNIVERSITY OF CALI FORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERVIEWER: NANCY ROCKAFELLAR, Ph. D.



x

 I N T E R V I E W S  W I T H  A L F R E D  A .  D E L O R I M I E R ,  M . D .

FEBRUARY 10 AND 24, 1999

CON T E N T S

Surgeon’s Foreword by  Theodore Schrock, M.D. xv
Preface by  Philippe Bourgois, Ph.D. xvii
Acknowledgments xix
Historian’s Introduction by  Nancy Rockafellar, Ph.D. xx

Reference Chronology of the History of the UCSF Department of  Surgery

E A R L Y  L I F E  A N D  E D U C A TI O N

Father’s Career As A Physician.................................................................................1

Early Life..... ...............................................................................................................3

Family’s French Heritage...... ....................................................................................4

High School And Going To Berkeley... .....................................................................6

R E M E M B E R I N G  U C  B E R K E L E Y

Remembering Undergraduate Years At UC Berkeley...............................................7

Impressions Of Herbert Evans..................................................................................8

Fraternity Life...... .......................................................................................................9

Premedical Classes....................................................................................................10

U C  M E D I C A L  S C H O O L

Entering UC Medical School.....................................................................................10

Importance Of The Saturday Clinical Pathological Conferences.............................12

Deciding For Surgery.................................................................................................14

Admiration For Chief Residents................................................................................14

“That’s The Way We’ve Always Done It”................................................................15

Remembering H. Glenn Bell......................................................................................16

Upgrading Technical Surgery In California ..............................................................17

Memories Of Horace McCorkle................................................................................19

Harold Harper Brings Biochemistry To Surgery ......................................................21

Impressions Of Maurice Galante ..............................................................................23

Comparing Speed And Style In Surgical Technique.................................................26



xi

Discontents Of The Class Of 1956...........................................................................27

Internship Woes .........................................................................................................29

Rotating Internship At San Joaquin General Hospital .............................................31

S U R G I C A L  R E S I D E N C Y  A T U C

Surgical Residency At UCSF In Revolutionary Times.............................................31

Leon Goldman As Chair............................................................................................32

Memories Of William Silen And John Najarian........................................................33

Campus Tensions Over The Laboratory Of Experimental Oncology (LEO)..........34

The Cachet Of NIH Grants In The 1940s And 1950s..............................................37

Conflict Between Campus Teams In Early Postwar  Endocrine Research...............39

Forsham/Gordan Rivalries .......................................................................................41

Early Versions Of Informed Consent........................................................................43

The Joys Of The UC Surgery Residency...................................................................51

The Referral Catch At UCSF....................................................................................52

Second And Third Years Of Surgical Residency.......................................................55

Fourth Year: Contributions To Vascular Surgery ....................................................58

New Developments In Cardiothoracic Surgery.........................................................60

M O V I N G  I N TO  P E D I A TR I C  S U R G E R Y

Developing Interest In Pediatric Surgery  Residency ................................................62

Conditions At UC......................................................................................................62

National Beginnings Of Pediatric Surgery As A Specialty .......................................64

Acquiring Pediatric Surgical Training .......................................................................67

Recruitment To UC Under Dunphy’s Chairmanship...............................................81

Arrival With NIH Funding  For Study Of Diaphragmatic Hernia...........................82

C O M M E N TS  O N  S U R G E R Y  C H A I R S

Remembering J. E. Dunphy .......................................................................................87

Equalizing Surgery At Moffitt (UC), SFGH (County) And The VA.........................88

Relationship With The CVRI....................................................................................90

H. Glenn Bell’s Influence............................................................................................94

Teaching Style With Surgical Residents ...................................................................97

Antipathy Between Pediatricians And Surgeons .......................................................103

Columbia Tradition Of  Dominant Internists...........................................................106

Dunphy Resolves The Conflict..................................................................................107



xii

E X P A N D I N G  P E D I A TR I C  S U R G E R Y

The Expanding Domain Of Pediatric Surgery ..........................................................110

Study Of Wilms’ Tumor............................................................................................113

The Children’s Cancer Study Group.........................................................................115

Utilizing The Transplantation Service In Treatment Of Wilms’ Patients ...............117

Neuroblastoma And The Process Of Self Regulation...............................................119

Research With Fetal Lambs ......................................................................................122

Recruiting Michael Harrison .....................................................................................127

Studying Thyroid Cancer ..........................................................................................129

Omphalocele And Gastroschisis Research................................................................131

Development Of Total Parenteral Nutrition.............................................................133

Hemangiomas & Vascular Malformations...............................................................135

Correcting Congenital Atresia...................................................................................138

Moving Towards Fetal Surgery: Correcting Diaphragmatic Hernia .......................141

A M E R I C A N  P E D I A TR I C  S U R G E R Y :  L O C A L  A N D  N A TI O N A L

Hardy Hendren And The Development Of Pediatric Urology As A Surgical Specialty143

Creation Of The American Pediatric Surgical Association ......................................146

Robert Gross As First President Of The APSA ........................................................147

Relationship With Cardiac Surgery...........................................................................149

Abe Rudolph’s Role In Pediatric Cardiology.............................................................151

Reflections On J. E. Dunphy’s Chairmanship...........................................................152

Ebert As A Laissez Faire Chairman..........................................................................154

Recruitment Of Michael Harrison.............................................................................155

Economic Changes And Geographic Full-time.........................................................156

Geographical Full-time Vs Full Full-time.................................................................158

The Need For An Incentive System...........................................................................161

Fetal Research With Michael Harrison.....................................................................162



xiii

S U M M A R Y  C O M M E N TS

The Frontier Mentality And Creativity In Medicine.................................................163

Nature Of  UCSF Creativity.....................................................................................164

Journal Club With Gil Gordan And Izzy Edelman....................................................165

Impact Of The CVRI, Comroe And Clements.........................................................167

Importance Of The Death And Complications Rounds ...........................................168

Developments In Anesthesia .....................................................................................170

Relationship Between Surgery And Basic Research Of The 1970s...........................171

Integration With The Department Of Pediatrics ......................................................174

Recalling J. E. Dunphy’s Leadership..........................................................................175

Index...........................................................................................................................177

A P P E N D I C E S

Appendix A: Alfred A. deLorimier, M.D.: CV and Bibliography




